
August 31, 2021

Good morning Methuen families and community members,

I want to take a moment to welcome you all to the 2021-2022 school year. We are all excited to reconnect
with our returning students and meet our newest learners. We know that we will have to continue to
manage the effects of COVID-19 as we open our doors, but we are grateful to have all of our students
back in their schools full time and look forward to being able to focus on teaching and learning and
supporting each student’s mental well being.  Our MPS Strategy for District Improvement outlines the
very important work we will do to support your students each and every day. This plan is the culmination
of multiple years of data gathering, strategic planning by our teachers and administrators, and focused
work supported by outside partners. You will hear us talk about the three objectives in this plan focused
on literacy, mental health, and equity and access throughout the year. Our goal is to help every student
succeed in school and become an active citizen in our community. We are very excited about this focused
work and will share our ongoing progress with the school community.

I shared the COVID Protocols and Procedures in a previous Superintendent’s message this summer. This
document includes health related guidance for cases and quarantines, information about the test and stay
program and general information about cleaning, distancing, and other protocols and procedures that will
carry over from last year. I hope you can take a moment to review this important information. “Test and
Stay” has been developed to eliminate the need for asymptomatic, non-vaccinated individuals from
having to quarantine at home consistent with the quarantine and close contact protocols recently
disseminated by DESE. For example, certain asymptomatic students who do not participate in the Test
and Stay program will have to quarantine for at least seven (7) days, and for those students who do
not take a COVID test, at least ten (10) days. The ability for asymptomatic students to remain in school is
vital, particularly given we will not be operating remote learning as we did last year. Students who must
quarantine/isolate or stay at home for any reason will have access to asynchronous schoolwork through
Google Classroom. This graphic may help better understand the current protocols for isolation and
quarantining.

Participation in our testing program is voluntary. However, consistent with state
guidelines, parental consent is required for testing programs. At this time, the district is
focusing its efforts on the diagnostic testing options only and NOT pooled testing. More specific
information including access to consent forms will be provided in the coming days once the district has
been able to establish the program with CIC Health.

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1QZNSz9z6vp_U8Rjac7qBw8tQck6u2p-k/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/11AMIs2m6q50xPGHL8lRSPTJMCs3C5-6n/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/17fh_xi6J9YfZXLNcrOm-4Xfg5VCrML2o/view?usp=sharing
https://www.cic-health.com/


The Department of Elementary and Secondary Education did issue a mask mandate on August 26, 2021.
The Methuen School Committee met last night to update the Face Coverings Policy to include the DESE
mandate.  We will continue to wear masks indoors PK-12 unless eating or taking a quick mask break until
further notice. Each school will take every measure to work with students and families to comply with the
mask policy. School administrators may have to refer to the handbook when deciding on appropriate
consequences. The student behavior section of the handbook defines reasons for suspension, including
“direct insubordination of authority.” We are hopeful that with this mitigation strategy along with good
hygiene practices throughout the day, we can keep COVID transmissions in school low.

Methuen’s current vaccination rate is below the state average for all eligible residents including ages
12-19. Getting vaccinated will significantly reduce the amount of time students will be required to remain
out of school if and when they are identified as a close contact.

In closing, I would like to thank all of you for your support, patience, and attention to everything school
related at this time. We really appreciate your partnership.

Sincerely,

Brand� L. Kwon�, Ed.D.
Superintendent

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1klFtkTy4A8pl2pUIxhNGjNdz9XUSP7sa/view?usp=sharing

