
March 11, 2021

Good evening MHS community:

The Commissioner of Education received authority last Friday to determine when hybrid and remote
learning are no longer acceptable in meeting the time on learning requirements in Massachusetts. On
Tuesday, March 9,  districts received the most updated DESE guidance along with the detailed
timeline of a full return to in-person learning for elementary students on or before April 5, for middle
school students on or before April 28, and for high school students at some point after middle school
or before if the district determines they can accommodate a safe full in-person return. The School
Committee and the Phase Determination Team no longer have the authority to decide the learning
model the school district will adhere to each week. Therefore, there will be no further Weekly
Phase Determination emails on Thursday evenings. The district will remain in hybrid until a full
in-person return is implemented. I will continue updating the COVID dashboard on Wednesday and
Sunday evenings only. Our positive case counts are very low at this time and the city case counts
also continue to decrease.

Our district team has been planning for more in-person learning for our students for the past several
weeks. With the new mandate and timelines, our team is focused on planning for a return to full-time
in-person learning including special populations for grades K-4 on April 5 and a return to full-time
in-person learning including special populations for grades 5-8 on April 28. Our high school team is
working on a plan to phase in all students back to full-time in-person learning before the end of the
school year. While the Methuen Public Schools would have preferred to set our own timelines, we
share the Commissioner’s goal of providing more in-person learning time this school year for
families that want it. Our team has been hard at work planning for more students to be in the
buildings each day in the safest way possible.

There are a number of factors our team is assessing at this time including but not limited to;
classroom space, capacity of large spaces for eating, staffing, bussing, and scheduling. Our team will
present details of our plan on March 22 at the School Committee meeting at 6:30pm. We will share
all MPS community at large on March 23. The Commissioner has determined that there will be a
very limited and detailed waiver process for districts that need more time to phase in a full return
because of operational obstacles such as adhering to the distancing requirements. We will



automatically apply for a waiver to define elementary as K-4 and middle school as 5-8, which is
allowable.

PARENT/GUARDIAN ACTION REQUIRED

As we have done several times this school year, we are again looking to our families to provide
critical information to inform our planning. All families of MHS students must complete the form
below to communicate your choice of learning model for the remainder of the school year. If you
have multiple students in MHS, please complete the form once for each child.

Here is some key information to inform your choice:

❏ We are considering a phased in approach to a full time in person return for all MHS students
beginning with seniors and special populations on April 5. Grades 9 - 11 will remain in their
hybrid schedule until full in-person learning is phased in.

❏ MHS will continue to offer a full-time remote learning option for the remainder of the school
year.

❏ Bus transportation is limited right now. With physical distancing restrictions in place, our
fleet of buses can transport far fewer children at one time. Students who currently take the
bus will continue to have bus transportation. We will do what we can to provide bus
transportation to families shifting from full-time remote learning to full-time in-person
learning, but need complete information from this form to determine if we will be able to
fully meet the need.

❏ Health and safety protocols in place for students on the hybrid schedule will remain in place
as we transition to full-time in-person learning.

❏ All classrooms will adhere to a minimum of 3ft distance with masks in classrooms.
❏ Students must be at least 6 feet apart when not wearing masks. Students will continue eating

in classrooms. When a classroom is at capacity with students seated 6 feet apart, some
students may be required to relocate to another classroom or larger spaces such as the
cafeterias and media centers.

❏ Every change in learning model has a ripple effect on schedules and staff. Please carefully
consider your choice when completing the below form. It is unlikely we will be able to
accommodate additional changes later in the school year.

Please fill out the survey here: MPS Return to full in-person learning family survey

Sincerely,

Brandi Kwong, Ed.D.

Superintendent

https://forms.gle/QTUTRc43Tzg5Z6Du8

