
March 23, 2021

Dear Methuen families of students in K-8:

Our Return to Full Time In-Person Learning plan was discussed last night at the school committee meeting.
This letter outlines some definitive dates and expectations for our return on April 5th for grades K-4 and April
28 for grades 5-8. I encourage you to reach out to your building administrator if you have any questions about
the return.

❏ Full-time in-person learning will begin on Monday, April 5 for all students in grades K-4 (regular
education and special populations)

❏ Full-time in-person learning will begin on Wednesday, April 28 for all students in grades 5-8 (regular
education and special populations).

❏ Remote learning time counts as structured learning time per DESE regulations for these two categories:
❏ Students whose families have chosen to remain fully remote for the remainder of this year and
❏ Students quarantining or isolating for COVID-related reasons.

❏ Families will be notified by school administration in the coming days if there is a homeroom teacher or
team change due to the most recent choice made.

❏ Students who currently take the bus will continue to have bus transportation. Students requesting to
move to full in-person from full remote will be prioritized for open bus seats. We will handle new
requests for bus transportation for current hybrid students on a case-by-case basis, space permitting.
Please contact Ian Gosselin at ingosselin@methuen.k12.ma.us if you have any questions.

❏ All health and safety protocols in place for students on the hybrid schedule will remain in place as we
transition to full-time in-person learning. We will adhere to a minimum 3ft distance with a mask on in
classrooms, and adhere to a minimum of 6 ft during all unmasked times.

❏ Due to the required 6 ft of distance during snack and lunch times, students will eat in larger spaces such as
the cafeterias and media centers, as full classes cannot fit in our classrooms at 6 feet apart.

❏ Specialists’ classes will look different with more students returning to in person learning. These
classes will be held both inside and outside with in-person specialists teachers assigned to specific
groups of students each week. Due to staffing and spacing  constraints, our K-8 remote learners will
have asynchronous activities and lessons posted for specials.

As health and safety of our staff and students is our top priority for a successful full return, we will continue to
monitor positive COVID cases. We will work directly with DESE should we experience any negative impact
of returning to full-time in-person learning. We are excited to welcome our students back for more in-person
learning and will do so with the attention and care it deserves.

Sincerely,

Bra��� Kw���, Ed.D.
Superintendent of Schools
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