
 
 
January 21, 2021 
 
Good afternoon,  
 
I hope this finds you all well. Consistent with our Methuen Public School COVID Protocols, I 
meet every Thursday with the MPS Nurse Leader, the Methuen Board of Health, and the Mayor 
to determine any necessary changes to our learning model for the following week.  
 
Please take a moment to review the MPS Phase Determination Protocols.  
 
At our meeting today, we reviewed all school specific data spanning the past two weeks and 
determined that: 
 

● Hybrid A students will return on Monday, January 25, as planned. All 
hybrid B students returned successfully today. 

● All special populations, including preschool, that have been in-person four 
days a week will continue with in-person learning. 

● We continue to explore the possibility of bringing “pooled testing” to our 
schools through a program the Department of Elementary and Secondary 
Education announced last week. This would allow regular on-site testing for 
our staff and students that will help us maintain our hybrid learning model.  

● We continue to wait for additional information from the state about educator 
vaccination timelines. We know educators are part of Phase II of the state’s 
plan, which is expected to span February through April. 

 
The past two weeks has shown a decrease in school community cases for both staff and students. 
Our staff cases and quarantines have decreased significantly and our district wide daily student 
cases have averaged five cases per day for the past 6 days. Our school community COVID 
testing that took place on 1/14 and 1/15 resulted in the following: 

● Total tested on Thursday and Friday = 810 
● Total positive cases = 16  
● Positivity rate = 1.9% 
● Total positive students = 5 (we required all winter athletes to test again and two were 

positive and neither impacted our teams or other schools teams)  
● Total positive families members (parents, siblings, immediate household members) = 7 
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● Total staff = 3 
● 1 case was unrelated to school department  

 
Both rounds of school community testing (two days in December and two days in January) 

yielded positivity rates below 2% which is well below the positivity rate in the community at 

large. We are thankful to the city for funding these tests for our community.  

 
Please visit the updated the COVID dashboard which includes more detailed data for each 
school.  
 
Please, for everyone's safety, do not send your child to school with any of the symptoms 
listed below. If anyone in the immediate household is positive for COVID the student 
should NOT attend school and the school nurse should be notified immediately. Please see 
this reference chart for more details.  

● Fever (100.0° Fahrenheit or higher), chills, or shaking chills 
● Cough (not due to other known cause, such as chronic cough) 
● Difficulty breathing or shortness of breath 
● New loss of taste or smell 
● Sore throat 
● Headache, when in combination with other symptoms 
● Muscle aches or body aches 
● Nausea, vomiting, or diarrhea 
● Fatigue, when in combination with other symptoms 
● Nasal congestion or runny nose (not due to other known causes, such as allergies), when 

in combination with other symptoms 
 
We know that our students need to be in school for academic and social emotional reasons. To 
maximize the chance of remaining in our hybrid model, we need every member of the 
Methuen community to continue to do your part. Wear a mask, maintain social distance when 
you are outside of your home, and avoid large gatherings. Remember, that school-aged children 
can contract COVID-19 and spread it to others even if they never show symptoms themselves. 
Be vigilant and we can all remain hopeful for a positive end to this school year. 
 
Thank you for your patience, support, and cooperation through all of this change. We will 
continue to provide the highest quality instruction regardless of model. 
 
Have a good night.  
 
Sincerely,  
Brandi Kwong 
Superintendent  
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