
 
 
December 17, 2020 
 
Good afternoon,  
 
I hope this finds you all well. Consistent with our Methuen Public School COVID Protocols, I 
meet every Thursday with the MPS Nurse Leader, the Methuen Board of Health, and the Mayor 
to determine any necessary changes to our learning model for the following week.  
 
Please take a moment to review the Phase Determination protocols. 
MPS Phase Determination Protocols  
 
At our meeting today, we reviewed all school specific data spanning the past seven days and 
determined that: 
 

● All students, including special populations will be remote on 12/21, 12/22 and 
for the half day on 12/23.  

● At this time we have extended remote learning by one week through 
1/11/2021 for K-12 students. 

● All special populations, including preschool, that have been in-person four 
days a week will continue with in-person learning the week of 1/4/2021.  

● The Remote Learning Centers will not be available during the remote 
learning time period. The RLCs will open again on 1/11/2021. 

 
The rationale behind this decision is that in the past two weeks, we continue to see an increase of 
positive cases among MPS students and staff. At the time of the writing of this letter there are 
twenty-four in-person and thirteen remote cases (within the past 7 days) of COVID-19 involving 
students or staff district wide. The City of Methuen’s community numbers saw a spike in cases 
the two weeks following Thanksgiving, and although unfortunate, we anticipate a similar spike 
after the Christmas holiday, due to the number of families planning to travel. In addition, we 
continue to experience high numbers of key staff members in the district unable to be in-person 
due to (1) self-quarantine as a result of being an in-school or out-of-school close contact, (2) 
positive COVID test results, (3) self-quarantine following travel to a high-risk location in 
accordance with the Governor’s Travel Order, or (4) childcare hardships caused by surrounding 
districts in both New Hampshire and Massachusetts moving to remote learning. This reality 
continues to make it extremely difficult  to have wide-spread consistent, safe, in-person learning 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1H9lDJKzncuCuKblLYV0cLyCkG_lg9Trh/view?usp=sharing


days. We know we can provide more consistent remote instruction to all students through 
1/11/2021. We also know that our special population students struggle with remote learning and 
need to be in-person as much as possible. Hence, the decision to have our special population 
groups in-person the week of 1/4. 
 
Please visit the updated the COVID dashboard which includes more detailed data for each 
school. I will continue to add positive cases and quarantines to the dashboard each day. Although 
most students will be remote for the next two and half weeks, any student/staff designated as a 
hybrid learner or in-person/building staff member, will be marked as in-person and any staff or 
student who is fully remote will be marked as remote. All positive cases are captured in the case 
count and all quarantines are captured in the quarantine count. I do not enter them twice.  
 
COMMUNITY TESTING:  The City is finalizing plans for community testing at not cost to 
individuals in the next two weeks. We will share additional information with families as soon 
as we know the new schedule.  
 
We know that our students need to be in school for academic and social emotional reasons. To 
maximize the chance of returning to in-person learning, we need every member of the 
Methuen community to continue to do your part. Wear a mask, maintain social distance when 
you are outside of your home, and avoid large gatherings. Remember, that school-aged children 
can contract COVID-19 and spread it to others even if they never show symptoms themselves. 
Be vigilant and we can all remain hopeful that we will soon welcome all of our students back 
into their schools.  
 
I will send out the next phase determination notice on Thursday, January 7, 2021.  
 
Thank you for your patience, support, and cooperation through all of this change. We will 
continue to provide the highest quality instruction regardless of model. 
 
Have a good night.  
 
Sincerely,  
Brandi Kwong 
Superintendent  

https://schoolcounselingtech.com/reopening/#page-content

