
 
 
November 19, 2020 
 
Good afternoon,  
 
I hope this finds you all well. Consistent with our Methuen Public School COVID Protocols 
protocols, I am meeting every Thursday with the MPS Nurse Leader, the Methuen Board of 
Health, and the Mayor to determine any necessary changes to our learning model for the 
following week. We recently received updated guidance from DESE and worked this week with 
the Methuen Board of Health Director to update our Phase Determination Protocols.  
 
Please take a moment to review the new protocols as of 11/11/2020, which outline the changes in 
the state metrics used each week. 
MPS Phase Determination - updated 11/11/2020 
 
At our meeting today, we reviewed all school specific data spanning the past seven days and 
determined that we will continue our in-person learning for ALL Methuen Public Schools 
students, EXCEPT for the Tenney PK-4 students who are remote until 11/30/2020.  
 
In the past seven days, we have had eighteen cases district-wide of COVID-19 involving 
students or staff who have been in-person, ten of those are currently at the Tenney. If the staff or 
student was remote and was physically not present in any building, they are indicated as remote 
on the dashboard. Please visit the COVID dashboard for data on positive cases updated daily. 
We are looking to add additional information in the next week or two on the dashboard to 
include the total number of students and staff quarantined in each school. We continue to watch 
closely to determine whether or not these initial in-person cases impact spread in our school 
community. There will be times when the data suggest cases in schools are impacting 
community spread, at which point we will, of course, discuss next steps for our learning model. 
We also continue to  monitor our staffing as it relates to close contacts and quarantines along 
with any unique staffing situations in all buildings, as that too is fluctuating.  
 
TRAVEL ORDER: As we approach Thanksgiving and the winter holidays, it is important for 
everyone to know that all residents are subject to the Governor’s travel order. That 
information can be found here. If residents travel out of state, with the exception of travel to 
designated lower-risk states, it is expected families will follow the order.  Our staff is adhering 
the requirement to provide a negative test result on day 4 or 5 upon return to Massachusetts 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1H9lDJKzncuCuKblLYV0cLyCkG_lg9Trh/view?usp=sharing
https://schoolcounselingtech.com/reopening/#page-content
https://www.mass.gov/info-details/covid-19-travel-order


and we are encouraging students to do the same in order to return to in-person learning prior 
to the end of the 14 day quarantine period. The district believes this is an extra layer of safety 
added to the Governor’s order. Please contact your child’s Supervising Principal to discuss 
travel plans.  
 
SCHOOL BASED TESTING: The Mayor and Board of Health office has secured free 
COVID testing for all in-person students and staff to take place on 12/3, 12/4, 12/7, and 12/8. 
The testing will be conducted at the schools. Once we receive the details we will send all 
information to staff and families including permission forms for students. There is a strong 
community commitment to continuing our in-person learning safely.  
 
We know that our students need to be in school for academic and social emotional reasons. To 
maximize the chance of seeing all of our students return to school, we need every member of the 
Methuen community to continue to do your part. Wear a mask and maintain social distance when 
you are outside of your home. Avoid large gatherings. Remember, that school-aged children can 
contract COVID-19 and spread it to others even if they never show symptoms themselves. Be 
vigilant and we can all remain hopeful that we will soon welcome all of our students back into 
their schools.  
 
Again, our team meets every Thursday and I will send out communication each Thursday 
evening to staff and families to confirm the learning model for the following week.  
 
Thank you for your patience, support, and cooperation through all of this change. We will 
continue to provide the highest quality instruction regardless of model. 
 
Sincerely,  
Brandi Kwong 
Superintendent  


