
 
 
10/19/2020 
 
Good afternoon Methuen families: 
 
I hope this finds you well. I would like to take a moment to assure everyone that we continue to 
focus on the safe return to in-person learning for all students and staff. As the COVID-19 
pandemic continues to progress, we have faced challenges and factors outside of our control, but 
I am proud of all of our staff and their dedication to this community. You should be proud as 
well. We are all committed to supporting students academically and socially in order to provide 
the safest learning environment and will continue to do so regardless of learning model.  
 
NEW! COVID-19 Data Dashboard  
We created a COVID-19 dashboard that is updated in real time each day on our website for 
everyone to access. The dashboard includes all confirmed cases for students and staff. If a school 
does not appear in the summary, there are no reported confirmed cases for that school over the 
past seven days. This data will not align to the city and state data for Methuen, as not all staff are 
Methuen residents. The city and state data are also collected over different time intervals. This 
dashboard is in real time and updated daily. Please view the dashboard here. This dashboard will 
replace the individual letters that principals have been sending out after confirming each case. 
However, letters will continue to be sent to the families of any close contacts to a confirmed 
positive case.  
 
Snow Days  
DESE has permitted schools to move to remote learning for all students on snow days. This will 
allow learning to continue and the days will not need to be made up at the end of the school year.  
 
School Cancellations Due to Power Outages 
We will have to contend with the possibility of cancelling school due to power outages this year. 
We are not changing the school calendar and therefore leaving in the five built in make up days 
at the end of the school year. The number of Methuen households without power will determine 
whether or not we cancel school. If the school itself and a majority of households within the 
school are without power, we will cancel school. These cancelations may happen 

https://schoolcounselingtech.com/reopening/


school-to-school depending on the situation. If school is canceled due to a power outage, the 
school day will be made up in June just like a snow day in a typical school year. 
 
Please do not hesitate to contact your school principals or me if you have any questions or 
concerns. We will continue to send out updated phase determination notices on Thursday 
afternoons after reviewing all school and city public health data. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Brandi Kwong 
Superintendent  


