
 
October 27, 2020  
 
Dear Methuen Families:  
 
I am writing this afternoon to inform you the School Committee voted last night on our 
adjustments to the phased in schedule for in-person learning for grades 5-8 and 10-12.  
Please see below for the adjusted grade levels and timelines.  
 

● 11/2 Grades 5, 8, and 12 Cohort A begins  
● 11/5 Grades 5, 8, and 12 Cohort B begins 

 
● 11/16 Grades 6, 7, 10 and 11 Cohort A begins  
● 11/19 Grades 6, 7, 10 and 11 Cohort B begins  

 
Why not start all remaining hybrid students at once? 
Because of Methuen’s high risk community designation, our Nurse Leader and BOH director 
support introducing more students to in-person learning over a two week time frame. We have 
been able to fill many of our critical vacancies at MHS with staff start dates of 11/2.  We are 
watching our current staffing vacancies and unique staffing situations very closely as well. If 
these situations pose any type of unsafe situation due to supervision of in-person students in any 
school, we may need to pivot our learning model. 
 
Most importantly, we are observing our impact on the transmission of COVID in school. As of 
now, there is no evidence of significant transmission of cases in our schools, and that is largely 
due to the diligence of our school staff members in following our established health and safety 
protocols. There may come a time when the data suggest cases in schools are impacting 
community transmission, at which point we will, of course, discuss next steps for our learning 
model.  
 
Why the grade level split of 5, 8, and 12 and 6, 7, 10, and 11? 
Our seniors and eighth graders need to be in-person as soon as possible. They are focused on 
planning for high school, college and careers after high school and need guidance and staff 
support. Our fifth graders are our youngest upper school students and it’s important that they 
physically make that transition in their school buildings. The number of positive COVID-19 
cases in the past seven days has been more evenly spread PK-12.  
 
Buses  
Upper school and the remaining high school families who chose bus transportation will be 
notified by Wednesday of the routes and times by Ian Gosselin, the Business Manager. 
 



 
 
Current national and international research is hopeful 
In the past week or two, there have been more global conversations about what the impact of 
starting school has been on COVID numbers in communities. For example, this NPR article 
suggests that early indicators of opening schools have not had a significant impact on increasing 
the number of COVID cases in a community.  
 
We know that our students benefit greatly from being in school in-person and we will continue to 
provide every opportunity for our students in-person as long as we remain diligent with our 
protocols and our schools are safe and not impacting the spread of COVID.  We need everyone 
to do their part in the community to keep our children safely in school. Please always wear a 
mask and we encourage everyone to consider not hosting or attending large gatherings, which is 
where our community and the state is seeing the highest impact of transmission.  
 
 
Sincerely,  
 
Brandi Kwong 
Superintendent  
 
 

https://www.npr.org/2020/10/21/925794511/were-the-risks-of-reopening-schools-exaggerated

