
Reopening the Ranger Way 

Frequently Asked Questions 
 

Q: Is it safe to reopen schools for in-person learning? 

A: The Governor and Commissioner are recommending a return to in-person learning. The state 

consulted with its Return to School Working Group, infectious disease physicians, pediatricians, 

and other public health experts to develop reopening guidance that prioritizes a safe return of 

as many students as possible to in-person learning. The American Academy of Pediatrics (AAP) 

also “strongly advocates that all policy considerations for the coming school year should start 

with a goal of having students physically present in school.” While the risk to students and staff 

will not be eliminated until there is an effective treatment or vaccine for COVID-19, leaders 

from the education, public health, and medical communities have signaled that schools can 

reopen with risk mitigation strategies in place. The district’s reopening plan includes a variety of 

recommended strategies for reducing risk and we do believe we can make a partial return to 

in-person learning both safe and successful. 

Q: Will our schools be reopening for in person learning this fall? 

A: The school committee will decide which reopening model to put in place: full in-person, full 

remote, or a hybrid. The district does not recommend a return to full in-person due to health, 

safety, and financial concerns. However, the district has developed a detailed plan for hybrid 

learning that involves assigning all students to one of two cohorts that will each spend a portion 

of the week in school and a portion learning remotely. If the school committee elects to 

implement this model, the district will then reach out to families to understand which students 

will be implementing the hybrid schedule and which will choose a fully remote option. 

Q: If I select the Remote Academy option for my child or if the district votes to reopen with full 

remote learning, can they participate in extracurricular activities and athletics? 

A: Unlikely. The Commissioner of Elementary and Secondary Education has stated that students 

who opt for a fully remote program for the 2020-21 school year will likely be ineligible for all 

extracurricular activities and athletic teams. The same will likely be true if the district chooses 

full remote as the reopening model. The district would have to consider closing all of our 

facilities to youth programs both school sponsored or city sponsored if we are in full remote for 

an extended period of time. 

Q: When will I know which cohort my child has been assigned to for the fall?  

A: The school committee is scheduled to vote on the reopening model this week. If the 

committee chooses the hybrid option, the district will reach out to all families to see whether 

they will choose to have their children participate in hybrid or fully remote learning. Once the 

district has that information from every family, it can begin building schedules, arranging 

transportation services, and assigning students to teachers and cohorts. The district is 

committed to keeping siblings in the same cohort and will do what it can to accommodate 

 



requests for students from different families to be in the same cohort where those families are 

dependent on each other for transportation on in-person days and childcare on remote days. 

Q: Why does the MPS reopening plan not call for daily temperature checks for students and 

staff? 

A: The state reopening guidelines discourage the use of temperature checks as a mitigation 

strategy due to the high likelihood of false positives and false negatives. Instead, the guidelines 

place responsibility on families to screen for symptoms daily before children arrive at school. 

The district has confidence in our community’s ability to stop the spread of COVID-19 by being 

smart and keeping symptomatic students home. The stakes for these decisions have never been 

higher and our community will only be successful if we collectively share responsibility for 

keeping our schools safe.  

Q: Is the district installing plexiglass barriers in classrooms?  

A:plexiglass barriers are being installed in some areas of our school buildings. For example, 

families will see new glass barriers in some office spaces and lab classrooms. The typical 

classroom will not be outfitted with glass barriers because they introduce another high-risk 

surface that must be disinfected regularly.  

Q: What can students bring to school? 

A: Students will continue to be able to bring backpacks and lunchboxes to school. Each student 

will have a designated place in the classroom for their belongings, which will be around his/her 

desk area.Families should clean these items frequently and talk with their children about not 

sharing items with other students.  

Q: If some students will be medically exempt from wearing masks, what precautions will be in 

place to protect other students? 

A: The district will work with families of children who are medically exempt from wearing a 

mask. The Remote Academy will be the preferred and safest option for such students. 

Otherwise the district will implement an alternative protocol which will include instituting daily 

temperature checks, requiring families to complete COVID testing on a scheduled bases, 

installing plexiglass barriers/desk shields around unmasked students’ desks, and keeping 

unmasked students more than 6 feet away from other students at all times.  

Q: What physical distance will be between students in classrooms and school spaces each day? 

At MHS, students will be in classrooms 6 feet  apart and throughout the day as well as other 

school spaces like the cafeteria, media center and field house. The admin team at MHS is 

working on transition time schedules that will lessen the number of students in the hallways 

and indicate visually traffic flow patterns in all hallways and stairwells.  

At the grammar schools, we can house 20 desks in each room at 5 to 6 feet  apart side to side 

and 3 1/2 feet to 5 feet front to back. This number allows for more distance than the minimum 

3 feet required, allows for teachers to remain in their rooms to teach from one location 

throughout the day, and teachers can use the additional adjacent or nearby spaces for mask 

breaks and lunch to assure the 6ft or more distance when masks are off. This number is 
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accounting for the 20% less students that are likely to opt for the Remote Academy as indicated 

in our July parent survey. If the hybrid enrollment is less than 20 it will allow the desks to be 

more spread out.  

Students will be 6 feet apart during any movement throughout the day to go outside, transition 

between classrooms or school spaces, and upon arrival and for dismissal. All buildings will have 

visible traffic patterns for students to follow and clear 6 feet markers around the building.  

 

Grammar School Upper and Lower School Classroom Pictures  

CGS Upper School (6ft x 5ft)  CGS Lower School (6ft x 5ft) 

 

 

 

 

Marsh Upper School (5ft x 4ft)  Marsh Lower School (5ft x 4ft) 
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Tenney Upper School (6ft x 5ft)  Tenney Lower School (6ft x 5ft) 

  

Timony Upper School (5ft x 3.5ft)  Timony Lower School (5ft x 3.5ft) 
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